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as he afterward declared, he paused to feel the old man's pulse to see if
life was extinct. While this horrid business was going on in the house,
Frank Knapp was waiting the issue ; but Joseph had that day got posses-
sion of the will, and gone home to Wenhani, leaving the perpetration of
the crime in the hands of his hirelings.1

When Richard Crowninshield learned that the Knapps were in cus-
tody, and that Joseph had made a confession, he committed suicide by
hanging himself to the bars of his cell with a handkerchief. A special
term of the Supreme Court was held at Salem on the 20th of July, and
continued in session till the 20th of August, with a brief intermission.3
Indictments for murder were found against John Francis Enapp as prin-
cipal, and Joseph J. Knapp, Jr., and George Crowninshield, as accessories.
The Attorney-General obtained the assistance of Mr. Webster in conducting
the prosecution, and, at the trial of Francis Knapp, in August, leave of the
court was asked and obtained that he might assist in the management of
the case, and close the argument on the part of the government. The
prisoners were defended by Sir. Franklin Dexter and Mr. W. H. Gardiner,
advocates of great learning and ability, who omitted no exertions which
could help the case of their clients. Francis Krtapp was convicted of the
murder, as principal, and sentenced to death. Joseph Jenkins Knapp,
charged with being an accessory before the fact, was tried at the Novem-
ber term of the court, and was convicted and sentenced to share the fate
of his brother. On this trial also Mr. Webster assisted the law officers of
the State. George Crowninshield proved an alibi, and was acquitted.

Mr. "Webster's appearance for the prosecution, on these
trials, gave rise to some complaints on tlie part of the pris-
oner's counsel, as it was supposed that he was retained for
the purpose by Mr. Stephen White, who was a nephew and
residuary legatee of the gentleman murdered. The facts are
these: The Attorney-General and the Solicitor-General were
both persons quite advanced in years, and they desired Mr.
"Webster's services on the trials. On the trial of John Francis
Knapp as principal, leave was obtained from the court that Mr,
Webster should aid the law officers of the State, and no objec-

1 A peculiar circumstance about this   vict, was a remarkable Instance of the

strange murder was the series of blunders   want of sagacity of criminals; and, finally,

of which Joseph Knapp was the victim,   the will which he had seen, and which he

In the first place, his mother-in-law would   carried away on the day of the murder,

not be heir to more than one-fifth of    was not the'last will of Captain White.
Captain White's property at best;   the         2 Capital trials in Massachusetts al-

rvsc of  the highway  robbery   was a   ways take place before, at least, three

stupid piece of business; the giving up    judges of the " Supreme Judicial Court,"

of Grant's  letter to the committee of    the highest court of the State; so that

vigilance, when he might easily have de-   points of law are ruled upon the trial bj

stray ed it and hushed up the Maine con-   more than one judge.